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aid were made to the native authorities and to English
friends, to which a speedy and hearty response was made.
Liberal  personal contributions were given by the Maha-
rajah, Dewan, and other native officials.    Cooking-houses, at
which meals of boiled rice were distributed, were opened in
various localities.    Beneficial public works were commenced
to give employment to the labouring classes, several of the
missionaries undertaking to superintend the making of new
roads near their stations, at which thousands of the weak as
well as the strong were employed, according to their respec-
tive capacity, to provide for their immediate wants.   The
friends of the mission in England, India, and elsewhere, also
forwarded considerable contributions for charitable purposes,
by means of which food, clothing, and medicine, were sup-
plied to those unable to work through want and disease.
Multitudes of lives were thus preserved, that otherwise must
have fallen victims to hunger and disease.    This proof of the
sympathy of the people of England with the suffering poor
of Travancore was highly appreciated by all classes of the
population.    " Nothing," wrote the Dewan, " can be a nobler
spectacle than that of a people, thousands and thousands of
miles remote from India, extending their warmest sympathies
so far, and contributing so liberally, to the relief of suffering
here.    I have heard with admiration of the munificent sums
which each successive mail has been bringing out to India*
for the sufferers.   The spectacle is as instructive as it is
noble.   With such sympathies pervading the world, what
splendid results may not be expected! "

Again were large accessions, amounting during 18G1 to
above 4,000 individuals, chiefly of the Shanar caste, made
to the members of the Christian community. This was
traceable, in part, to the awe produced in the minds of the
heathen by the hand of God, evident in the solemn visitation
of cholera, and in part to the incessant labours of the cate-